
 
 

 

 

Sample Motion Seeking Good-Cause Waiver from E-Filing for Safety 

 The following pages contain sample briefing designed for a Michigan Circuit Court, to 

seek an order that a survivor not be required to use e-filing for a legal proceeding when safety is 

at issue. MCEDSV does not make any warranty, express or implied, regarding any information it 

may provide via this sample motion.  This is not legal advice and no attorney-client relationship 

is formed between MCEDSV and the recipient.  

 Attorneys and parties using this document should tailor this it as they see fit, based on 

their knowledge of the particular preferences of the judge in their case. The italicized portions 

are intended to facilitate the entry of facts pertinent to an individual case. At several points along 

the way, this sample language contains bracketed sentences [] suggesting that advocates tailor 

the writing to their own cases as well as ____ for blank spaces that should be filled in. Before 

finalizing, we recommend doing a control + F search for “[” and “_” to be sure the briefing is 

fully tailored to your case and any irrelevant language is removed.  

Please contact Elinor Jordan, Attorney and Senior Program Manager for the Survivor 

Law Clinic, at ejordan@mcedsv.org or (517) 347-7000 ex. 10 with questions.  
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STATE OF MICHIGAN  

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF ______________ 

 

 

_____________________, 

       Plaintiff,     Case No.: __________________ 

vs.        Hon. ______________________ 

____________________, 

  Defendant. 

 

  

  

_____________________________________________________________________________/ 
[Attorneys Names] (Bar # [numbers]) [Addresses ] [Phone Numbers ] [Email addresses] 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________/ 

  

_____[Filer’s Name/Pseudonym]_______’S MOTION FOR REQUEST OF AN EXEMPTION 
OF MANDATORY E-FILING THROUGH THE DEMONSTRATION OF GOOD CAUSE. 

  

  

NOW COMES Plaintiff, by and through [her/his] attorneys, and for [her/his] Motion to Request 
an Exemption of the Mandatory E-Filing Requirement through the Demonstration of Good 
Cause in accordance with Michigan Court Rule 1.109(G)(3)(g), as follows: 

Consider all of the numbered claims below and their applicability to the survivor. Delete the 
claims you find are not relevant to the survivor. Provide enough information to adequately 
support each claim.  

1. Filer does not have reliable access to an electronic device with Internet access in which 
[she/he] could use to electronically submit [her/his] court documents.  

Provide additional information/insight into why the survivor does not have reliable 
access to an electronic device with internet access.  



 
 

Examples of this may include… 
- Survivor does not have a computer with internet nor a personal cell phone with a 

data plan. 
- Survivor’s abuser prohibits or restricts the individual’s access to electronic devices. 
- Survivor currently has access to a device with Internet service, but due to the 

survivor’s financial situation survivor does not know how much longer [she/he] will 
be able to afford Internet service. 

- Survivor currently has reliable access to electronic devices and Internet service, but 
the devices are owned and the Internet service paid for by the survivor’s abuser. 
Thus, the survivor most likely will not have any access to these devices and services 
after [her/his] filing against the abuser. 
 

2. If required to e-File, Filer would be forced to travel an unreasonable distance to use an 
electronic device that allows [her/him] to access the electronic-filing system. 
 
Provide additional information/insight into why the survivor would have to travel an 
unreasonable distance to gain access to a device with internet. (Keep in mind that an 
“unreasonable distance” is not just in reference to physical distance. A short distance 
may be unreasonable due to the nature of and circumstances surrounding a survivor’s 
case.) 
 
Examples of this may include… 
- The nearest establishment with public computer access is more than ___ miles away 

from the survivor’s home. 
- Survivor does not have access to a vehicle or Filer’s access to a vehicle is severely 

restricted by [her/his] abuser. 
- Survivor is only allowed to travel when accompanied by [her/his] abuser. 
- Survivor cannot afford the cost of gas required to travel to and from a publicly 

provided computer station. 
- The nearest place with public computer access is closed by the time the survivor gets 

out of work. 
- Survivor has children who [she/he] would have to take on all travel outings to access 

a public computer. 
 

3. Filer lacks the technical ability to use and understand e-mail and the electronic-filing 
software. 

Provide additional information/insight into why the survivor is not able to use or 
understand email or the electronic-filing system. 

Examples of this may include… 
- Survivor was not exposed to computer courses or technology training during 

[her/his] primary education, nor has had any exposure to any sort of technology 
training. 



 
 

- Survivor does not have nor has ever had an email address. 
- Survivor’s abuser has denied the survivor access to technology for the last ___ years, 

thus the survivor has very limited knowledge of technology and electronic devices. 
- Survivor has no prior use with any type of computer software. 
- Information about electronic-filing was provided to the survivor before this request, 

but the survivor was not able to understand or access the e-Filing system. 
 

4. In the event that Filer can gain access to an electronic device either at home or at public 
computer station, such access will expose the Filer to serious risks and jeopardize 
[her/his] safety. 
 
Provide additional information/insight into why the survivor’s safety will be put at risk if 
[she/he] is forced to e-File. 
 
Examples of this may include… 
- Survivor knows or has reason to believe that [her/his] abuser is monitoring and 

tracking [his/her] internet access. 
- Survivor’s abuser will become angry if the abuser sees or suspects the survivor is 

spending excessive time on the Internet or on electronic devices. 
- Abuser will be able to access the survivor’s past Internet history and see the survivor 

is accessing the e-Filing system. 
- Lack of Internet privacy, will make the abuser more likely to discover information 

(i.e. court filings, home address, email accounts, etc.) about the survivor. 

Consider recounting specific past incidents between the abuser and survivor to 
demonstrate the severity and plausibility of the survivor’s safety being jeopardized and 
the specific threats the survivor will face. 

5. Additionally, mandatory e-Filing will cause the Filer unreasonable detriment because 
______________________________________________________________. 

Provide information about any other special circumstances that will cause further 
hardship, injustice, or disadvantage to the survivor if [she/he] is required to e-File. 

This section is essentially open to any relevant arguments the survivor can provide as 
additional support to why [she/he] should be exempt for e-Filing. For example, this 
section could focus on the advanced technological ability of the Survivor’s abuser. 

Specific examples of this may include… 
- Abuser previously changed the passwords to the survivor’s electronic accounts to 

prevent the survivor from gaining access to said accounts. 
- Abuser has previously gained access to the survivor’s personal email account and 

read and/or deleted the survivor’s emails without permission. 
- Abuser has placed electronic spyware on the survivor’s electronic devices in the past. 



 
 

- Abuser has taken numerous technology courses giving [him/her] a strong 
technological background that [he/she] could potentially use to alter the electronic 
documents the survivor prepares to e-File and/or delete the e-Filing notifications the 
survivor receives electronically before the survivor has a chance to view them.  

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Honorable Court grant [her/his] Motion 
for Request of Exemption of Mandatory E-Filing through the pendency of [her/his] case due to 
the Demonstration of Good Cause pursuant to Michigan Court Rule 1.109(G)(3)(g). 

Dated: ________________         Respectfully submitted,           

____________________________       
By:  _________________________    


